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By Savannah Harrold, WHS student 

    Lead roles, supporting roles, 
directors, assistant directors, set 
designers, costume designers, prop 
managers, music accompaniment, stage 
crew, choreographers. These roles are 
important to successfully putting on 
a musical; however, the people filling 
these positions are vital. The most 
visible of the vital roles is that of lead 
actress and lead actor.
    Brittany Roberts and Jacob Meza 
are both new to the Waynesville High 
School stage but seem to be handling 
the spotlight appropriately as they 
prepare for “Beauty and the Beast.”
    Roberts, a WHS sophomore, is 
playing the main character Belle. This 
performance will be Robert’s first time 
as a lead; she played Bernice in last 
fall’s “Stage Door,” and she admits that 
playing a lead character takes more 

work than a supporting character does.
    “You have to be there almost every 
day,” said Roberts. “You have to do a 
lot more than a supporting role and all 
the extra stuff like the choreography and 
the singing.  Having songs that I sing by 
myself is kind of stressful.”
    Jacob Meza, a WHS senior, has 
proven to be a multi-faceted student 
by his involvement in an assortment 

of clubs. Choir, band, drumline, and 
now theater take up most of Meza’s 
time forcing him to manage his time 
successfully. He decided to add theater 
to his growing list of extracurricular 
activities, despite his lack of experience.
    “This is my first time in the theater, 
ever,” said Meza. “I did choir things and 
had acting parts but it wasn’t an actual 

Beauty and 
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musical 
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Above, Jonathan Gerspach, 
playing the role of Gaston, leads 
the townspeople to rally against 
the beast. In this photo, Jacob 
Meza, playing the beast, extends 
a hand to Belle, played by 
Brittany Roberts.  



    The Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center has been named the winner of 
“The Seed Keeper Project” for their 
dedication to education in gardening 
and promoting the importance of 
growing food locally. 
    The Seed Keeper Company 
recognizes school gardens across 
the country. Each year, a school is 
awarded a Seed Keeper Certificate 
in recognition of their dedication to 
gardening. In addition, each winning 
school will receive enrollment in the 
Seeds of the Month Club as well as the 
essential gardening companion book, 
Garden-Pedia.

    “We believe it is our responsibility 
to take part in educating coming 
generations about the benefits of 
gardening, particularly growing your 
own food,” states the Seed Keepers 
on their Facebook page. “The 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Students 
really got it ‘growing on!’”  
    The Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center’s gardens are located in front 
of the parent pick-up parking lot.  The 
center’s Community Garden LEAD 
group and the Club Tiger Community 
Garden Club tend to them with 
assistance from their facilitators, Kim 
Hodges and Levi Miller.  

Sixth Grade recognized for 
dedication to gardening

    First graders at East Elementary 
created a living zoo by dressing as 
animals to raise funds for the Snack in a 
Pack program.
    Students of Debra Snider, Joyce 
Wren, Maranda Beck, Kyleen 
Oxendine, and Shonda Parrett dressed 
as an animal and gave facts about the 
animal they researched during their 
March 10 Living Zoo.
    In order to hear their presentations, 
students, parents and guests placed a 
coin of any amount into the “animal’s” 
cup. 
    The money will go to Waynesville’s 
Snack in a Pack Program, which feeds 
about 300 students on weekends and 
holidays. 

East students 
create ‘Zoo’

theater performance.”
    Jonathan Gerspach, playing the role of Gaston, is also new to the theater scene. 
Although he has little stage experience, it doesn’t stop him from embracing his 
character’s qualities.
    “Gaston, he’s this boisterous, outgoing and arrogant kind of dude,” said 
Gerspach,  “and at the same time I feel like I share a lot of those aspects because 
I’m a little more brazen than I probably should be, I’m more boisterous than is 
publicly acceptable, I’m very outgoing, and it’s things like that that I feel like I can 
kinda put into the character.”
    Kate Dooley is challenging herself by being a student director for this musical. 
Dooley is very involved in the theater scene and hopes to pursue a career in the 
field after high school. This experience will give her a sneak peek of what it is like 
directing the actors instead of being one. “I do think I have an advantage,” said 
Dooley, “because I know their acting styles and what they are capable of, also how 
they express themselves and how they work with others.”
    The musical, “Beauty and the Beast,” will be staged at WHS at 7 p.m. on April 
14-16 and at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, April 17. The cost is $7 for adults; $6 for students 
and Waynesville R-VI staff members with ID; and $5 for children. Children age 5 
and under may get in for free. Senior citizens age 60 and older who reside in the 
Waynesville R-VI School District and have a senior citizens athletic pass can get in 
for free.

Beauty and the Beast Continued from page 1 



    Second graders at East Elementary 
hosted a Famous Americans Living 
Wax Museum on March 9 to share 
what they have learned about a famous 
American and raised nearly $500 for the 
Waynesville Animal Shelter. 
    Students of teachers LeAnne Kristek, 
Nicole Gurley, Heather Williams, 
Candie Woodruff, student teacher 
Rachel Jacobs, and Natasha Sheaffer, 
paraprofessional, started with the 
driving question “How did your famous 
American influence America today?”
    The students completed a research 
project, tech project and presentation 

on a famous American of their choice.  
After completing their final speech 
in Google Docs, students practiced 
very hard to capture the identity of 
their American.  As a final piece of 
this learning experience, the students 
dressed as their famous American and 
presented speeches to other classes, 
faculty, parents and members of the 
community at their Famous Americans 
Living Wax Museum. The students were 
posed as wax statues and would come 
to life with the drop of a coin of any 
amount into their cup. 

    Students delivered the $493 they 
raised, along with other donations 
(paper towels, laundry soap, dish soap, 
dog food, treats, blankets, towels, 
leashes and collars) to the Waynesville 
Animal Shelter on March 23.
    Beyond learning about a famous 
American, developing their presentation 
skills and using technology, the 
project taught students about taking 
responsibility for community 
involvement and making the community 
a better place.    

East 2nd graders create living wax museum
Second graders chose a famous American to research and portray for their Famous American Living Wax Museum. From left 
to right are students portraying Jackie Robinson, Neil Armstrong, Sacagawea, Maya Angelou and Albert Einstein. 

Wood Elementary celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday with an 
evening of games, reading, and fun on March 2. More than 250 
parents and students played Hop On Pop HopScotch and Pin 
the Hat on the Cat, made Truffula Trees and read Dr. Seuss 
books. Several student readers shared their favorite Dr. Seuss 
book by reading to small groups.  Building the Cat’s Hat became 
a competition between parents and students.  It was a fantastic 
night filled with laughter and community spirit centered around 
the wonderful Dr. Seuss. 



By Woo Song, WHS student; Photos by Landon Brashear, WHS student

    Waynesville High School students brought home 54 first, second and third-place 
finishes at the annual Foreign Language Field Day held at Joplin High School on 
Feb. 19.  
    Individual students were categorized in the following areas: vocabulary, 
grammar, translation, reading, skits and culture/geography.

    Shannon Piehl, the French 
teacher; Melissa Jones, a Spanish 
teacher; and Olga McFadden, 
the German teacher, were the main 
representatives for the field day. These 
teachers guided WHS students to 
proficiently grasp the beauty and nature 
of a culture and its language.
    “My favorite activity of the foreign 

field day was practicing the skit 
because it really brought our 
members together,” said Spanish IV 
student Nya Dorsey who won 1st 
place in her skit category.
    The students were able to explore 
the new and massive high school in Joplin. Many activities were included, along 
with some leisure time. These activities incorporated dancing, meeting new 
people and figuring out what to do with the assigned task.
    “I enjoyed dancing after everyone was finished with their competitions”, said 
Kaylee Schultz who earned 2nd place in the culture/geography for French II.
    To view the list of winners, click here.

54 foreign language students place at Joplin

    Lyra Devane, a 
freshman, was named 
the Waynesville High 
School Student of 
the Month for March 
by the Rotary Club 
of Pulaski County 
on March 12. The 
daughter of Marquis 
Devane and Liv 
Mingo, Devane is 
a member of the 
WHS Honor Roll and 
as a freshman has 
already taken AP 
courses. She plays 
girls soccer and is a 
member of JROTC.

Praise Corner
    We would like to send a 
huge thank you to Nadine 
Albrecht and Cheryl Bohannan 
from VISTA for organizing and 
facilitating mock interviews at 
WCC.  More than 300 students 
were interviewed by various 
individuals throughout our 
community.  
    In addition, we appreciate 
all the interviewers 
volunteering their time.   

—Travis Prewett and 
   Connie Trower

http://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=8946&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=11983&PageID=1


Debra Stuckenschneider, a special 
education teacher, gave a presentation to 
the Rotary Club of Pulaski County in March 
on the Transitions to Work Program at 
Waynesville High School.  Students enrolled 
in the program work at local hotels owned 
by Ehrhardt Properties, Waynesville Life 
Care Center, Walmart, Price Cutter and 
Westside Baptist Church. They also raise 
chickens at WHS. Each student spoke about 
the program and how much they enjoy 
participating in it.   

Kindergarten students in Jessica 
Maddox’s class and students in Amy 
Weigelt’s special education class at East 
Elementary collaborated on a science 
investigation called “Will it sink?  What 
do you think?” Students discussed 
and then came up with a hypothesis 
on whether a plastic Easter egg would 
sink or float if it was empty or filled 
with a jellybean, a carrot, a marble or a 
penny. The students made predictions, 
explained their choices, then tested their 
hypothesis. The students also observed 
Easter peeps after an hour of being in a 
cup of water, soda and vinegar.

Fourth graders at Freedom 
Elementary designed and built 
their own roller coasters, all 
while learning about force and 
motion and supply and demand. 
The students of Hillary Sanford, 
Rachel Rodriguez, Veronica 
Vergara and Tammy Headrick 
had to draw a plan for their 
roller coaster and each team 
was given “$50” to buy goods 
to make them. Marbles served 
as the roller coasters and pipe 
insulation made up the tracks.

4th graders 
design roller 
coasters



Second graders in 
Candie Woodruff’s 
class at East 
Elementary have 
been exercising 
their problem-
solving skills by 
helping Max sail 
across the ocean 
to find the land 
of where the wild 
things are. After 
reading the book, 
“Where the Wild Things 
Are,” students divided 
into groups to come up 
with solutions to this 
question: What is the 
most effective tool we 
can build to help Max 
reach his destination? 
The seven groups worked 
together to plan, design 
and carry out their ideas.

Members of the community volunteered to interview 
more than 300 high school students last week as 
part of a college and career readiness program at the 
Waynesville Career Center. The event was organized 
by Nadine Albrecht and Cheryl Bohannan. A special 
thank you goes to the many community volunteers 
who made this event possible. 

Twelve top interviewees 
were selected from the 
Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center to participate in 
an etiquette luncheon 
on March 24 at the 
Waynesville Career Center. 
The meal was prepared and 
served by WCC culinary 
arts students. Jon Dye, 
culinary arts instructor, 
gave the presentation 
on dining etiquette. To 
participate in this honor, 
the sixth graders first had 
to be selected to be among 
the 90 from Waynesville’s 
400+ sixth graders to be 
interviewed in February. 
From the 90 students, 
these 12 were selected 
to participate in a final 
interview round and the luncheon:  Emilly Pereira, Brayden 
Schellingberger, Janice Brown, Emily Zuber, Heidi Spencer, 
Lily Lommer, Maliyah Lemus, Jasmyn Moore, Elizabeth 
Ruth, Zachary Moore, Tessa Scott, Callie Zarcone, Tristan 
Dowling, Bradley Davis, Isabella Nichols, Denim Huling 
and Victoria La Torre Serrano. Top, WCC students deliver 
the first course. Middle, Culinary Arts Instructor Jon Dye 
lends a helping hand to a student to show the proper way 
to safely cut a wedge of lettuce. Below students and staff 
watch the screen to learn about silverware placement. 


